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1 The directions for completing a PPQ Form 572 are in Appendix C.
2 The procedure for exporting plant material by mail begins on page 2.9.1 behind the tab titled, Mail Ex-

ports.
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Conduct a Preliminary Assessment
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◆ “Step 1—Collect Information” on  page-2-2-2

◆ “Step 2—Determine if the Plants or Plant Products Are Eligible for Certification” on  
page-2-2-3

◆ “Step 3—Determine Origin and Destination” on  page-2-2-3

◆ “Step 4—Identify Protected Plants” on  page-2-2-4

◆ “Step 5—Determine Authority to Certify Protected Plants or Plant Products for Export:” on  
page-2-2-6

FIGURE 2-2-1: Overview of steps for the decision to certify plants or plant products 
for export
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Step 2—Determine if the Plants or Plant Products Are Eligible for 
Certification 
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Step 3—Determine Origin and Destination
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TABLE 2-2-1: Plants or Plant Products That Are Eligible or Ineligible for 
Certification

If the 
commodities are: And they are: And they are:

Then based on what the 
plants or plant products 
are:

Plants, parts of 
plants, or 
some-thing 
derived from 
plants—including 
edible 
mushrooms and 
vegetables

Processed 
products, for 
example:

◆ frozen fruits or 
vegetables

◆ pelletized plant 
material

◆ plywood

Listed in EXCERPT 
as a processed 
product eligible 
for certification 
(Export 
Certificate, 
Processed Plant 
Products (PPC), 
PPQ Form 578)

1. CONSIDER the 
commodities certifiable 
and eligible for a 
processed product 
certificate (PPC), PPQ 
Form 578

2. GO to Step 3

Listed in EXCERPT 
as an ineligible 
commodity

REFUSE to issue a Federal 
export certificate including 
a PPC, PPQ Form 578

Not on either list 
in EXCERPT

Unprocessed 
products1

1 Certain processed products are considered a pest risk when shipped in bulk or maintain a pest 
risk regardless of processing. These products are effectively unprocessed for the purpose of cer-
tification. Some of these products are listed in EXCERPT.

1. CONSIDER the 
commodities certifiable 
and eligible for a Federal 
export certificate

2. GO to Step 3

Neither plants 
nor anything 
derived from 
plants

Living organisms 
such as:

◆ soil inoculums

◆ bacterial 
cultures

◆ fungal cultures

REFUSE to issue a Federal 
export certificate, even 
when required by an Import 
Permit

Nonplant products

A mixture or 
combination of 
plant and 
non-plant 
materials

Not certifiable
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Identify Protected Plants
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Step 4—Identify Protected Plants
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TABLE 2-2-2: Determining Eligibility for Certification Based on Origin and 
Destination

If the plants or plant 
products originated in:

And the plants or plant 
products are being 
exported: Then:

United States, 
American Samoa, 
Guam, Commonwealth 
of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, 
Puerto Rico, or the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, (St. 
Thomas, St. Croix, St. 
John) 

To a foreign country 1. CONSIDER the items certifiable and 
eligible for an export certificate 
(PPQ Form 577). A State certificate 
may be used only if it is accepted by 
the country or U.S. Affiliated Island 
of destination.

2. HANDLE the shipment as a 
domestic shipment for export

3. GO to Step 4 to determine if the 
plants or plant products are 
protected

Interstate via Canada

To United States, 
American Samoa, 
Guam, Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, Puerto Rico, or 
the U.S. Virgin Islands 
(St. Thomas, St. Croix, 
St. John)

1. REFUSE to issue either Federal 
Export Certificates PPQ Form 577 
or PPQ Form 578. They are not 
authorized.

2. REFER exporter to the State, 
country, or Affiliated Island’s plant 
regulatory agency for certification 
using a State certificate

A foreign country or the 
Republic of Marshall 
Islands (islands 
affiliated with the 
United States)

To a foreign country 1. CONSIDER the items eligible for an 
export certificate (PPQ Form 579) 
(FPC-R)

2. HANDLE the shipment as a foreign 
shipment for reexport

3. GO to Step 4 to determine if the 
plants or plant products are 
protected

Interstate via Canada

To the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands

To American Samoa, 
Guam, Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, Puerto Rico, or 
the U.S. Virgin Islands 
(St. Thomas, St. Croix, 
St. John)
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Step 5—Determine Authority to Certify Protected Plants or Plant 
Products for Export: 
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TABLE 2-2-3: Determining if Plants or Plant Products Can Be Certified Based on 
ESA and CITES

If the articles 
being exported 
are: And they are of: And are: Then:

Neither protected 
by ESA nor CITES

Domestic origin Unprocessed 
products

GO to page 2.3.1 to identify 
import requirements and 
determine if a Federal 
Phytosanitary Certificate 
(FPC) can be issued

Eligible 
processed 
products1

1 Listed in EXCERPT as a processed product eligible for certification (Export Certificate, Pro-
cessed Plant Products (PPC), PPQ Form 578).

GO to page 2.7.1 to complete 
a PPC

Foreign origin GO to page 2.6.1 for 
directions on certifying 
reexport shipments

Protected by ESA 
or CITES

GO to Step 5 to determine 
your authority and action to 
take to export protected 
plants
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TABLE 2-2-4: Determining Authority to Certify Protected Plants or Plant Products 
for Export

If you are:
And the protected 
plants are: Then:

At a designated port 
that is authorized to 
export the protected 
plants or plant products 
(Ref: 50CFR 24.12 or 
http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/
ppq/permits/cites/)

American ginseng 
(Panax quinquefolius)

GO to the procedures for protected 
plants, “Validate and Endorse 
Documents for American Ginseng 
(Panax quinquefolius)” on  page-2-8-16

Other than American 
ginseng

GO to the procedures for protected 
plants, “Validate and Endorse 
Documents for Protected Plants Other 
Than American Ginseng” on  page-2-8-2

Not at a designated port 1. CONTACT the nearest designated 
port or your contact point officer 
(CPO) for guidance. Some designated 
ports have established procedures 
for State cooperators at interstate 
locations and PPQ officers at 
nondesignated ports to assist in 
inspecting and processing shipments 
of protected plants.1

2. EXIT this manual. You are not 
authorized to complete an FPC for 
plants or plant products regulated by 
ESA or CITES.

1 Some designated ports have established procedures that allow State or county cooperators to 
attest that the plants are artificially propagated and to complete a State phytosanitary certifi-
cate. The exporter then sends the State certificate, an invoice, and specified copies of the ESA 
or CITES documents to the designated port for validation and endorsement. Also, for some des-
ignated ports, a blank FPC must be obtained and partially completed by the exporter and then 
sent back to the designated port, along with the other paperwork.

Also, procedures have been established to allow PPQ officers at nondesignated ports to confirm 
that the exporter has a USDA General Permit and the proper ESA or CITES documents. The of-
ficer confirms that all the paperwork agrees with the shipment and completes an application 
(PPQ Form 572) to be sent by the exporter along with specified copies of an invoice and the ESA 
or CITES documents to the designated port for validation and endorsement. In this case, ship-
ments may also be required to go through designated port as well if where is a question about 
the validity if the shipment.
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